
 

Refugee Advocacy 
Advocacy helps to transform 
policies and services that 
affect refugees, political 
asylees and new arrivals. 

Along with being an ongoing 
advocate for refugees, 
Baraza works to publicize 
advocacy opportunities as 
well as trains people in 
appropriate ways & 
strategies to advocate. 

We strive for inclusion and 
fostering welcoming 
communities. 

Refugees 

Contact@BarazaACC.org 

913.735.6477 

www.Baraza.org 

Baraza African Cultures Center 

Who is a 
refugee? 

Under U.S. law, a refugee is a person 

who is forced to flee his or her home 

country due to persecution or a well 

founded fear of being persecuted on 

account of his or her nationality, race, 

religion, political opinion, or 

membership in a particular social 

group. Refugees do not voluntarily 

choose to migrate but instead do so 

out of immediate necessityA– often in 

the context of civil unrest, armed 

conflict, or other violence motivated 

by one of the five factors listed above 

and carried out by a state actor, an 

individual colluding with the state, or an 

individual whom the state cannot 

control.  



 

 

“To be called a refugee is the 
opposite of an insult; it is a badge of 

strength, courage, and victory.” 
 

— Tennessee Office for Refugees 
Baraza African Cultures 
Center’s refugee work has 
many shapes.   

We offer education programs 
for refugees including English 
as a Second Language and 
Citizenship classes.  We work to 
support and promote refugee 
businesses & professionals 

All programs are customized. 

Everyone comes to this topic 
with varying degrees of 
understanding and with a 
variety of desired outcomes.  
We find the right starting place 
to get us to the learning goal.  

Welcoming Communities 
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Refugee awareness programming: 

We work with . . . 

• governments and municipal agencies 

• schools k-12 

• colleges & universities 

• churches, non-profits & charitable 
organizations 

• doctor’s offices, hospitals & 
healthcare providers 

• small businesses & corporations 

• social clubs and social justice 
organizations 

•  youth groups 
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What we offer . . . 

• refugee stories  

• facts, figures & statistics 

• presentations 

• key not speeches 

• panel discussions 

• reading circles 

• film series 

• experiential learning 

• learning through art 

• and much more! 

A community is any group of people living and/or working together.  For a community to be strong and 
vibrant, it must be inclusive of all of its members.  Broad community support is critical for creating truly 
inclusive policies and programs and ensuring efforts are sustained in the long-term. Successful communities 
emphasize the importance of bringing together all members and receiving new members so that everyone 
has a seat at the table and a chance to find common ground. This creates the fertile soil for people to put 
down roots and work together as neighbors, and allows welcoming places to successfully navigate 
challenging times that have the potential to derail a community.  Moving beyond ‘us’ vs. ‘them’ thinking 
requires a proactive approach that builds meaningful contact between diverse community members, 
engages leaders, and promotes positive messaging that connects to shared values.   


